MAKOAN DREAMIMG – WINTON WETLANDS

The Sandhurst Diocese has many significant sites where teachers and students can learn all about the local Aboriginal story.  Knowledge is power and the more you know the more you are able to teach. The schools within Sandhurst have have a strong mandate around telling the truth of the Aboriginal history and story of our land and cultural insight and experience ‘on country’ is the most effective learning that can be had. Exploring culture is the starting point for awareness before we can change our practice. Country is alive, Country is timeless and Country is ‘in’ First Nations peoples. Aboriginal peoples have a profound connection to and an intimate relationship with Country. 

Respect to elders past and present
We honour the presence of their ancestors and pay our respects to the elders both past and present. We value the significance of this meeting place; understand the cultural connections to the Wetlands and will continue to be inclusive of Yorta Yorta Nations Aboriginal Corporation as the Registered Aboriginal Party to help protect and manage these values into the future.

Winton Wetlands is a highly significant Indigenous cultural and historic landscape. The site is rich in Indigenous cultural places and is of considerable social, historical, scientific and spiritual value to its traditional owners.

The area was known by Indigenous peoples as Mokoan, an extensive ephemeral wetland system which was inundated seasonally. The area was rich in traditional food sources and provided water, shelter and medicine for Indigenous communities. The wealth of resources adequately sustained significant Indigenous communities.

Aboriginal culture at the Wetlands
Events of scale, such as corroborees, trade and other traditional ceremonies brought family groups together at this traditional meeting place.

The Yorta Yorta Traditional Owners’ customs and lore, social and ownership business were conducted at the Wetlands over many thousands of years. The notion of broad community responsibility is held in the same reverence and regard by the nation today as it has done for many generations of their people. Yorta Yorta people lived throughout the landscape in what is now, present day Winton Wetlands. ‘The Winton Wetlands area has a long history, stretching back to when it was known by my peoples as Mokoan, a massive wetland system’. 

The survival of the ancestral lands, waters and all its children are equally important for the continuity of the Yorta Yorta timeless connection with our inherent right. For us – the land has a spiritual connection; it’s our mother. The human spirit is born from our land and creator and returns to it upon death.

A recent archaeological assessment of the area has identified and recorded a number of new Aboriginal cultural places, including scar trees (incl. canoe scars), artefact scatters and earth features associated with the banks of original Winton swamps (ie found in situ). 

The Winton Wetlands and surrounding area that now comprise what we know as the, are of considerable social, historical, scientific and spiritual value to the contemporary Aboriginal communities with historical or traditional connections to the area. 


The Winton Wetlands Project is one of the world’s most significant environmental, social and economic renewal projects, whether measured by its environmental ambitions, its social and cultural significance, or its sheer scale.

Winton Wetlands is leading the way in the creation of a major national facility for wetland education and research while offering unique nature based tourism activities and recreation. The restoration of the 8,750 hectare Wetlands is a project of International significance.

Steeped in a rich historical tapestry, the integration of art into Winton Wetland’s landscape has added an interpretive layer to the site, driven by the surrounding environment and community – past, present and future.
During your next visit, make sure to explore the extensive art trail and unravel the history and ecological aspects entwined in the reserve.

A school trip to the Winton Wetlands offers learning opportunities for a variety of curriculum with the vast ecological landscape and Australian heritage.
Winton Wetlands offers the perfect location for an outdoor environmental or a physical education class where groups can explore the site or book a presentation and tour with the Winton Wetlands staff.
Presentations and tours can be tailored to suit required learning outcomes.
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