BOAT ROCK ABORIGINAL SITE  - MULWALA


The Sandhurst Diocese has many significant sites where teachers and students can learn all about the local Aboriginal story.  Knowledge is power and the more you know the more you are able to teach. The schools within Sandhurst have have a strong mandate around telling the truth of the Aboriginal history and story of our land and cultural insight and experience ‘on country’ is the most effective learning that can be had. Exploring culture is the starting point for awareness before we can change our practice. Country is alive, Country is timeless and Country is ‘in’ First Nations peoples. Aboriginal peoples have a profound connection to and an intimate relationship with Country. 

‘To really understand who Indigenous Australians are, we need to listen to what Indigenous people say. Remember, Indigenous people are diverse - being Indigenous means different things to different people. Yet for many, being Indigenous is about being connected to Country, community and culture.’ Australians Together website.

Amongst Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities, there are many different languages, cultures and beliefs. So when we refer to “Indigenous Australians”, we’re actually using a collective name to refer to hundreds of diverse groups. Australians Together website.


A trip to Boat Rock is a must do for anybody who is interested in the many thousands of years of Aboriginal history. Surface scatter can be found as you enter through the gate into the site. Surface scatters are the remains of past Aboriginal activity, produced in the course of their daily life. They can be found wherever Aboriginal occupation has occurred in the past. 

Traditional Owners ensured a sustainable supply of fresh drinking water in a place where no water flowed. The site for this significant well was chosen with great care, strategic knowledge and foresight. A small shower of rain is sufficient to fill the hole with water, which is very necessary over the summer period. Within close vicinity to the Boat Rock wells are Kangaroos which stay in the area because of the water supply. This made them an easy catch for the aboriginal people, food was plentiful.

The main water reserve is in the shape of a canoe and there are smaller rock holes further up the granite site that ensures all water is filtered and held in the catchment. It has been placed in the perfect position to catch the entire run off of the granite outcrop into which it has been made. 

The devised process was ingenious. A big fire was lit on the site then allowed to cool then dug.  The same process would then happen again and again, fire – dig…fire – dig…fire - dig. This process was repeated until a deep 2 metre hole was made. Surely this must have taken dozens of years to complete. Another amazing factor at this site, is that it takes very little rain to completely fill the water reservoir. Apparently the boat rock water source is never empty even in drought. This is a great example of Aboriginal people’s knowledge and abilities to engineer and develop practical and sustainable solutions with minimal impact and in harmony with the natural land & environment.

Standing around this canoe like well, one has an overwhelming sensation that enables you to see and feel the ancient life that was lived in this place in harmony with all of creation/country. Stories have been handed down over generations by elders of how there were two crystals in boat rock. This Dreaming embodied the essence of spirit that kept the waters clean and clear at all times. This story has been corroborated as one of the stones is in the care of a family, the other is missing and I can’t help but feel sad that the crystals no longer remain in the wells. 

Aboriginal people have a deep spiritual connection with the land. There is a great sense of the spirit here in this place. For an Aboriginal person, relationships are not only with people but also with their environment: the land, the birds & animals, the plants, the skies, the waters and the weather. 

“Like a human mother the land gives us protection, enjoyment, and provides for our needs – economic, social and religious. We have a human relationship with the land.” (Painting country SNAICC 2000)
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