“Walk the journey, carry the fire”

Let the knowledge of Aboriginal culture and history ignite the reconciliation fire inside you.

Carry the burning coals of reconciliation and educate your community.

Use Gods hands, feet and heart to travel the journey and carry the fire.
The symbol of fire is a powerful emblem in any religion or culture, the element of fire is used mainly to symbolise cleansing and renewal. The FIRE Carrier Project which is an initiative of the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry, the Opening the Doors Foundation and the Sandhurst Aboriginal Education team, promotes reconciliation in Victorian Schools, using the power of fire as a symbol of new beginnings, of trust and understanding.

Fire is at the heart of Aboriginal culture, it represents the spiritual connection between individuals to Mother Earth and Ancestors. It is around fire that Dreamtime stories are told and laws taught it is used for smoking the people and the land when gathered for important ceremonies. And so it is fire that represents the learning, teaching and a school community’s journey towards reconciliation.
FIRE stands for Friends Igniting Reconciliation through Education. FIRE Carriers are elected within the student body to represent students on the schools journey to reconciliation, and to educate the school community about the local Aboriginal story. FIRE Carriers also are required to hand over their position when they leave a School, Parish or Diocese so that the position is sustained and the project continued.

All schools in the Sandhurst Diocese are FIRE Carriers, committing to an ongoing relationship with Aboriginal people based on respect and understanding. Commitment to the program requires Schools, to write a Covenant with the Sandhurst Aboriginal Education team outlining their Reconciliation actions. The Covenant is a living document that is added to each year. The program emerged from the vision of the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry who are dedicated to the human dignity of each person, of reconciliation and partnerships.

The program is partnered by The Opening the Doors foundation which addresses the severe educational disadvantage still being experienced by many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families. The foundation provides assistance so that Aboriginal families are able to choose and successfully maintain a positive educational environment for their children. 
The Sandhurst Diocese is committed to providing pathways to connect with Indigenous Australians, of learning and understanding Aboriginal spirituality and how it aligns with Catholic Identity. Recognising cultural perspectives and demonstrating awareness through things such as flying the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags, learning and understanding rituals and meanings and of engaging in cultural immersion.

Many leaders at Catholic Education Sandhurst have been commissioned as carriers of the fire, recognizing the value of the program and demonstrating a desire for Sandhurst to journey with Aboriginal people toward reconciliation.

“Reconciliation is an active pursuit – it’s about getting on with what’s needed and what we know to get the results we all want, and that’s a mixture of measures that target the body, the mind and the spirit.”              -Mick Dodson, Australian of the Year, National Press Club address, 17 February 2009
True Reconciliation requires national and local solutions achieved through positive and purposeful partnerships, not just for today but for tomorrow. The FIRE carriers program promotes reconciliation and symbolizes a new beginning of hope and healing. As we walk the journey and carry the fire we move closer to the reality of reconciliation, and a nation that truly celebrates the rich history of our land and the people who have walked this earth for over 60 thousand years.
