Sacramental Journey – Troy Firebrace
Acrylic paint on canvas 2018
The seven artworks represent the Sacramental journey through the lens of an Aboriginal artist, progressing from birth and baptism through to adolescence, adulthood, initiation and marriage to the final stages of life. The story marries the Aboriginal story with the Sacraments of the Catholic faith. (Maria Weatherill has aligned the artworks with our Catholic Sacraments.)
PANEL 1 - Birth:
The first artwork depicts the birth of a child with the circle signifying the first stage of life. The black path and tree roots represent the journey and growth of the child also the connections that child has made. Around the tree we have water and water symbolizes baptism and purification. The colour white was deliberately chosen as a part of the Catholic tradition colour; each painting has a certain colour that is representative in the Catholic tradition.
Maria
For us this resonates very beautifully because Baptism celebrates the birth of a child into a family but it’s the introduction of a child into a faith family or a community of believers. The tree is a very great symbol for us because the child will grow into the person they are meant to be as a Catholic Christian. Those little tiny twigs that grow out will come into the big branches, it is also for us about the connections, so it will be the people who help that child not just grow but flourish, and nurture that child from the roots out. The water is also a strong symbol because it does mean purification but it also means new life, and we know that for us baptism is usually celebrated for adults at Easter when Jesus is resurrected. There is that symbol of new life, but we also come from the water of the womb into the light and Troy’s painting shows the white colour coming into the light. The colour white is symbolic because traditionally people when they were first Baptised put on a white garment to show new life in Christ and quite often babies were baptised with a white robe and they are blessed with the water in the sign of the cross.

PANEL 2 - Adolescence:
The black path shows the continuing journey through adolescence while the ‘u’ shapes represent the people who provide guidance along the way, nurturing, teaching and protecting. The tree roots on the side of the path grow longer, reaching towards the water’s edge as the child starts to develop stronger connections to people, the earth and their culture. 
Maria
For Catholic Christians, confirmation is the sacrament that is the next phase in your initiation, and it’s at this time when you are growing into childhood and you are starting to learn about your identity, so the idea of the people on the side is very relevant because you are shaped in your faith and you start to learn about what does it mean to be a Catholic Christian, you learn about you identity in terms of your connection to your faith, so what are the stories of our faith? What do we believe in and the stronger roots are the fact that you are putting down stronger roots in your faith. You are beginning to understand what the implication are for you to be a Catholic Christian at this stage in your life. The winding path is very applicable because there is no straight path to faith, you will have twists and turns in your life, even as a child where you wonder about things and you question things and you learn more and more about what it means to be a follower of Jesus.

PANEL 3 – Adolescence to Adulthood:
In the third artwork, the child grows toward adulthood. The path leads to a circular point where the ‘u’ shapes signify once more the gathering of people; it is here that the Elders meet to initiate the adolescents into adulthood. The path ends as the shifting sands spill down to the tree roots and into the soils where a new journey or path begins.
Maria
The Eucharist sits very beautifully here, particularly with this shape in the middle where the camp fire is, because for people who are completing initiation, the final stage is being able to come to the table, and to sit at the table and share the meal that Jesus shared and in memory of Jesus.  Story becomes very important in the first part of the mass, we listen to the stories of Jesus, because Jesus tells us how we can be ‘Eucharist’, how we can be that adult Christian in our lives. Whilst the big path ends, in a sense Eucharist (4:28) it’s the same, another path starts, you take your own path now from the time you appreciate what it means to be Eucharist, you start to put down roots even more deeply into your faith and you start another path as an adult Christian in that sense.



PANEL 4 – Adulthood:
The adult is learning about culture and about country. The tree is a sacred part of the land, providing food, shelter, hunting grounds and tools, it shows the markings of the land and connects culture with flesh. The tree is a sacred part of the land, providing food, shelter, hunting grounds and tools, it shows the markings of the land as the adult artwork learns about culture and about country. The tree is blue to symbolize water, the colour then changes to red bringing the Catholic Sacrament of Reconciliation into the story. The patterns are also part of the culture, depicting the boundaries the markings of the land. 

Maria
So this artwork is representative of Reconciliation in the Catholic Christian context. The word Reconciliation means ‘put back together to make whole again’ and it talks about for us that when we break something, break a connection or commit a sin, we break a connection with ourselves, others, the earth and God. Ewe look at the boundaries here of these parameters, boundaries that we know we have to keep within and so Reconciliation for us is keeping that tree whole keeping it growing keeping it flourishing not pulling the tree apart but keeping a very solid relationship particularly our connection with ourselves, others, the earth and God.

PANEL 5 – Marriage:
The adult prepares for the ritual of marriage, or pairing in the fifth Sacrament. The white background depicts the traditional colour associated with marriage as the two Brolgas dance in celebration, signifying their union as they mate for life. The tree roots begins again, showing a new path that the pair will take together.


Maria
This artwork represents the Sacrament of marriage. Marriage is the only Sacrament in the 7 Sacraments of the Catholic Church where the Priest doesn’t actually initiate the Sacrament, a couple marry each other the Priest is there to witness and bless it. So like the Broglas when a couple come together in marriage in the Sacramental sense, they commit themselves to a life together and they want to be together for ever. That’s a partnership that stays forever all things being manageable. It is a new path, two become one, it follows the second Genesis story, two become one and they begin a new life and they take a new pathway together as a couple.


PANEL 6 – Passing of the Knowledge:
With the passing of time and the gaining of wisdom, stories and culture, the individual journeys towards being recognised as an Elder. The path starts to thin as it winds between the colourful circles that contain all the knowledge gained throughout the lifetime. It is this knowledge which must now be passed on to the next generation.  The sacred knowledge, the dreamtime stories. These are only accessible to those who are initiated. 


Maria
This painting represents for us Holy Orders. For us Holy Orders is around our elders in the Church in a sense our elders, our Priests, our Bishops our Pope, our religious elders. They are the ones who help us celebrate our tradition because they have been given that blessing to do that. They administer the Sacraments they celebrate Eucharist with us, they help pass on the knowledge of our faith, the culture the stories, they break open the scriptures with us when we celebrate Eucharist.



PANEL 7 – Death:
As the life journey ends the cycle is complete. The transcendent figure wades into the water, surrounded by bands of darkness punctured by pinpoints of light. An orb sits balanced above the hand, the person is starting to accept the stage of life and is able to converse with the ancestors who are contained within the sphere, and it is at this point that they are able to transition between this life and the next.

Maria
This painting represents for us the Sacrament of the Anointing of the sick. The anointing of the sick is the Sacrament that prepares us when we are coming to the end of our life, then we know we are ready then to move on to an eternal life with God where we will meet our family our ancestors those who have gone before us in faith. For us it is appropriate that the sky is there because we tend to look towards the sky as the heavens. The water is highly symbolic as well because we came into the faith community through the waters of Baptism and we will leave this faith community with our coffin being sprinkled with Holy Water and blessed and incensed so that our prayers, the prayers for person who’s leaving will rise to the heavens.


