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A long, long time ago an Aboriginal family, mum dad, and two kids, were living in the Healesville area. Every day Mum and Dad would go out hunting and gathering. The two kids would remain and look after the campsite. In the campsite they had a fire, a few precious possessions and two water containers. The Yarra wasn’t here. So they had to carry their water with them and every day when the parents go out hunting and the kids would look after the camp. One day while the parents were out hunting and gathering, the kids started having a bit of a muck around and gradually they got a bit boisterous and accidently kicked over the water containers. Now these were precious water containers. One was an ordinary water container and when it fell over the water simple ran out. The other was a magic water container. I was bottomless and the water just kept flowing and flowing and flowing. Now the kids knowing how important it was for the family to have this water with a bit of a panic bolted into the bush. They went to hide and they stayed in the bush. The parents came home and they saw that the camp was empty. The fire was nearly out and the water was gushing out of the container. They looked around for the kids and couldn’t find them. They started panicking themselves and ran off into the bush to look for the kids. While they were doing this, the water just kept coming out of the containers. It kept running down the hills, down through the valley. It started to cut through the ground and gradually made tis way out through the two hills down the bottom. The parents are still looking for the kids. They have never been found. The water is still running. Somewhere up near Healesville is a magic water container that is the head of the Yarra River. So if you go bush walking around Healesville, you might see just a glimpse of a little child running through the bushes.

Bryon Powell, former Site Protection Officer with the Kulin Nation Cultural Heritage Organization, tells a Dreaming Story about the creation of the Yarra River.


