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1. JESUS IS CONDEMNED
Jesus’ pain came out of his condemnation.  Aboriginal pain comes out of invasion.  
Over the years, the pain of unjust discrimination has been born by the Aboriginal people of Australia.  

Today, we are aware of this discrimination in the Northern Territory and Western Australian mandatory sentencing laws.






















2. JESUS TAKES UP HIS CROSS
Living out their Aboriginality, accepting their identity and culture is the burden Aboriginal people bear.  

As Jesus took up his cross so Aborigines have taken up the burden of their own cross by living their Aboriginality.  The Assimilation policy added to this burden.




















3. JESUS FALLS THE FIRST TIME
When Aborigines are caught in racism, they fall.  Because of what has been done to them, they become like the oppressor.  

A change of heart will enable all of us to rise from this fall.
























4. JESUS MEETS HIS MOTHER
As they see their children taken from them, Aboriginal mothers understand the pain of Mary.  

Often the birth of their babies were written into the station ledger in the following way:
			Born to the station:	calves – 9
								lambs – 28
								foals – 2
	Born to H. Black & J. Mallyer:	girl baby – 1





















5. SIMON HELPS JESUS CARRY HIS CROSS
Aboriginal men and women were called up to fight in defence of Australia during the wars.  They took up the cross beside their oppressors (white person) but enjoyed none of the privileges reserved for the returned soldiers.  

They were excluded from the RSL, ineligible for the Land Settlement Scheme and denied the Returned Soldier’s Pension.





















6. VERONICA WIPES JESUS’ FACE
One of our elders, Eleanor Harding, asleep on a cold winter night, wakes to the sound of the phone ringing.  It is the police.  ‘Nancy is in trouble again.’  Nancy insists that she has a place to stay.  Eleanor goes with Nancy.  Nancy’s home is a hole in the ground on a disused building site.  Eleanor takes Nancy home with her.  

She has wiped the face of Christ.





















7. JESUS FALLS A SECOND TIME
Wik!  Our hopes are alive.  The highest court in the land has found in our favour.  Almost immediately, the government, miners, landowners start a campaign to whittle away the intent of the High Court’s Wik decision.  

We are crushed.  We fall again.























8. JESUS MEETS THE WOMEN OF JERUSALEM
What has it profited white Australia to have gained the whole of Australia and yet to have suffered the loss of its collective soul?  Australia is a nation struggling for identity; for family, harmony and security; for ecological sustainability.  

Do not feel sorry for Aboriginal people who live in harmony with the land.  In the words of the Aboriginal ‘Our Father’, ‘Others have done wrong to us, and we are sorry for them Father, today’. 





















9. JESUS FALLS THE THIRD TIME
Greg is an alcoholic.  He tries to straighten himself out.  Greg goes to Galliamble halfway house.  It is managed by an elder, Richard Ambrose.  Greg ‘busts’ several times.  Richard always takes him back.  Finally, Greg is discharged.  His first child is born.  Greg ‘busts’ again.  He arrives back at Galliamble looking for help.  The directors are tired of Greg.  They tell him he is not welcome.  He has ‘busted’ too many times.

Richard persuades them to take him back.  Greg is now a recovered alcoholic and a good family man.


















10. JESUS IS STRIPPED OF HIS CLOTHES
Mrs Wirrapunda is being cross-examined by a trained lawyer.  In her own way, she is trying to prove that her Yorta Yorta people have a right to their land by the river.  The lawyer introduces a tape recording of her deceased mother and father’s voices.  He has not asked permission.  It is completely taboo for the voice of deceased people to be used in this way.  But the lawyer has no knowledge and little respect for Mrs Wirrapunda’s culture, laws and customs.  

Just as Jesus is stripped, so are Aboriginal people stripped of their identity and culture.

















11.	JESUS IS NAILED TO THE CROSS
	At five you laughed at my culture.
	At fifteen you called me dirty.
	At twenty-five you took away my freedom.
	At thirty-five you broke my spirit.



























12. 	JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS
We were killed on our land.
We were killed on the streets.
Our dignity was killed in the cells.
When will the killing stop?























13.  	MARY HOLDS JESUS’ DEAD BODY
Mary, an Aboriginal woman, takes her sick child to the manager of the reserve.  She is refused proper care for her child.  Without the required permit, Mary took her sick child to the hospital.  The child died.  

Mary asked to see her baby but the hospital refused.  Mary pleaded and searched the hospital to find her baby.  She found her in a banana box out the back of the hospital.




















14.  	THE BURIAL OF JESUS
At the time of the invasion of Victoria in 1830, the Aboriginal population was already decimated by the spread of diseases.  This was followed by massacres and malnutrition.  

By the late 1800s their number had dropped from an estimated 200,000 to 2,500.
























15.  	SPIRIT IS RISING
Eddie Mabo died before he saw the result of his fight for recognition of his ancestors but his name in history will live on.  Through the Mabo claim, the Australian nation was freed from living the lie of ‘terra nullius’ – that legal fiction which declared Australia unoccupied.

Many Aboriginal people have died in their fight for recognition.  They too, will live on.

