Tenth Anniversary of the National Apology to the Stolen Generations
February 13th 2018
Tuesday 13th February marks the 10th Anniversary of the National Apology to Australia's First Peoples – a sacred moment in our nation's history that must never be forgotten. 
As we approach the anniversary of the historic Apology we know that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are still grossly over represented in our prisons, in out-of-home care, are still dying in custody and are still subjected to racism on a regular basis. There is still much work to be done!
I encourage you to commemorate this historic event with your school staff and students. You will find a Liturgy in this Communication Matters that you can use as is, or modify to suit your school.
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Father of all, 
You gave Aboriginal People the Dreaming 
You have spoken to them through their beliefs, 
You then made your love clear to them in the person of Jesus.. 
You are our hope. 
We ask you to help us, the people of Australia, 
To listen to them and respect their culture. 
Make the knowledge of you grow strong in all people 
So that you can be at home in all of us, 
And so that we can make a home for everyone in our land. Amen. 
Adapted from the Prayer prepared by the Aboriginal People for Pope John Paul II's visit to Alice Springs 1996. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Listen to the former Prime Minister’s Apology to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples on our behalf in 2008.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b3TZOGpG6cM

With Apology Day fast approaching, Archie Roach has called for Australia’s schoolchildren to be taught his iconic anthem "Took the Children Away" as a history lesson on one of the country’s darkest chapters.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=br83o_JpIFw
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