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Day of National Healing

26th May 2005 

St Luke’s Anglican Church, Mosman


ORDER OF SERVICE

Acknowledgement of the First Peoples of the Land

Gathering Song

Holy Spirit in this land

Reach out and touch her if you can

From the high, high mountain to the deep, deep valley

Holy Spirit in this land.



(Warman Community)

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

And also with you.
Opening Sentence

Let us remind ourselves who we are, and whose we are:

God created humankind in his image,

in the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them.
(Genesis 1:27)

Lighting of Candles


Candles may be lit to honour Indigenous and other people who have contributed locally or nationally to the struggle for understanding, reconciliation and justice between our peoples.

Hymn
Lord of earth and all creation,

let you love possess our land:

wealth, and freedom, far horizons,

mountain, forest, shining sand:

may we share, in faith and friendship

gifts unmeasured from your hand.

People of the ancient Dreamtime,

they who found this country first,

ask with those, the later comers,

will our dream be blessed our cursed?

Grant us, Lord, new birth, new living,

hope for which our children thirst.
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Lord, life-giving healing Spirit,

on our hurts your mercy shower;

lead us by your inward dwelling,

guiding, guarding, every hour.

Bless and keep our land Australia:

in your will her peace and power.



Together in Song

Opening Prayer

Let us pray

Holy Father, God of Love,

You are the Creator of this land and of all good things.

We acknowledge the pain and shame of our history

and the sufferings of our Peoples, and we ask your forgiveness.

We thank you for the survival of Indigenous Cultures.
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Our hope is in you because you gave your Son, Jesus, to reconcile the world to you.  We pray for your strength and grace to forgive, accept and love one another, as you love us and forgive and accept us in the sacrifice of your Son.

Give us strength to accept the realities of our history, so that we may build a better future for our nation.

Teach us to care for our land and waters.

Help us to share justly the resources of this land.

Help us to bring about spiritual and social change to improve the quality of life for all groups in our communities, especially the disadvantaged.

Help young people to find true dignity and self-esteem by Your Spirit.

May Your power and love be the foundations on which we build our families, our communities and our nation, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Prayer of Repentance and Renewal

Creator Spirit,

All creation once declared your glory,

Your laws were honoured and trusted,

Forgive us our neglect in this country

at this critical moment in our history.


Lord
have
mer-
cy

Listen to our prayer as we turn to you,

hear the cry of our land and its people,

just as you heard the cry of Jesus,

your Son,, on the Cross.

Lord, have mercy

Help us to replace national shame with true national pride

by restoring the dignity of our First People

whose antiquity is unsurpassed.

Lord, have mercy

May our faith and trust in you increase.

Only then will our nation grow strong and be a worthy place 

for all who wish to make their home in this land.

Lord, have mercy

Adapted from a Prayer by Elizabeth Pike

Aboriginal Catholic Ministry, Melbourne

Prayer for Reconciliation
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Let us pray

Lord God, bring us together as one,


reconciled with you and reconciled with each other.

You made us in your likeness,


you gave us your Son, Jesus Christ.

He has given us forgiveness from sin.

Lord God, bring us together as one,


different in culture, but given new life in Jesus Christ,


together as your body, your Church, your people.

Lord God, bring us together as one,


reconciled, healed, forgiven,


sharing you with others as you have called us to do.

In Jesus Christ, let us be together as one.

Amen.
A Prayer Book for Australia

First Reading


Isaiah 65: 17-25


May your Word live in us.


And bear much fruit to your glory.

Australian Psalm
‘Saviour Christ, wounded for our sins and bruised by our evil’,

come among us with all your reconciling power.


Come, Spirit of Christ Jesus, and gather us all


into the healing grace of your reconciliation.
Between the dispossessed Indigenous nations of Australia

and those who occupied their country and took away their dignity:


Come, Spirit of Christ Jesus, and gather us all


into the healing grace of your reconciliation.
Between the many Aboriginal people in our large cities

and neighbours who cannot understand their values and culture;

Between the scattered ‘stolen generation’ of Aboriginal people

and those many foster parents who sincerely tried their best:


Come, Spirit of Christ Jesus, and gather us all


into the healing grace of your reconciliation.
Between those rural Aborigines who still have close kinship to their land

and those pastoralists who remain suspicious, even aggressive;

Between those who still live freely on their homelands and reserves

and those tourists who resent having to ask for a permit to enter:


Come, Spirit of Christ Jesus, and gather us all


into the healing grace of your reconciliation.
Between those who have been made to feel racially inferior

and those who still are motivated by racist feelings;

Between those black leaders who reject patronising gestures

and those politicians who vainly try to legislate the difficulties away:


Come, Spirit of Christ Jesus, and gather us all


into the healing grace of your reconciliation.
Between the ancient, Indigenous spirituality of the people

and the Christian faith brought to this land by the churches;

Between the discomforting leadership of the Aboriginal churches

and the cautious leadership of the mainline Australian churches:


Come, Spirit of Christ Jesus, and gather us all


into the healing grace of your reconciliation.
For you, Lord Jesus, are our peace, breaking down the dividing wall

and making us one people.  Come now, Spirit of Christ, come.  Amen

Revised and Expanded Australian Psalms

by Bruce Prewer

Second Reading


2 Corinthains 5: 14 – 6:2


May your Word live in us.


And bear much fruit to your glory.
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Hymn

Bind us together, Lord,

bind us together 

with cords that cannot be broken;

bind us together, Lord,

bind us together,

O bind us together in Love!

There is only one God,

there is only one King,

there is only one Body –

that is why we sing


Bind us together Lord, …

Hymns for Today’s Church

Gospel Reading

Matthew 5: 21 - 26


May your Word live in us.


And bear much fruit to your glory.

Address

Hymn

Brother, sister, let me serve you,

let me be as Christ to you;

pray that I may have the grace to

let you be my servant too.

We are pilgrims on a journey

and companions on the road;

we are hear to help each other

walk the mile and bear the load.

I will hold the Christ-light for you

In the night-time of your fear;

I will hold my hand out to you,

speak the peace you long to hear.

I will weep when you are weeping;

when you laugh I’ll laugh with you;

I will share your joy and sorrow

till we’ve seen this journey through.

When we sing to God in heaven

we shall find such harmony,

born of all we’ve known together

of Christ’s love and agony.

Brother, sister, let me serve you,

let me be as Christ to you;

pray that I may have the grace to

let you be my servant too.

Together in Song

Prayer of Thanksgiving for Australia

Let us pray

God of holy dreaming, Great Creator Spirit,

from the dawn of creation you have given your children


the good things of Mother Earth.

You spoke and the gum tree grew.


In the vast desert and dense forest,


and in cities at the water’s edge,


creation sings your praise.

Your presence endures


as the rock at the heart of our Land.

When Jesus hung on the tree


you heard the cries of all your people


and became one with your wounded ones:


the convicts, the hunted and the dispossessed.

The sunrise of your Son coloured the earth anew,


and bathed it in glorious hope.

In Jesus we have been reconciled to you,


to each other and to your whole creation.

Lead us on, Great Spirit,


as we gather from the four corners of the earth;

enable us to walk together in trust


from the hurt and shame of the past

into the full day which has dawned in Jesus Christ.

Amen.
A Prayer Book for Austalia

Prayers of Intercession

Gracious God, we believe that you were in Christ

reconciling the world to yourself.

We pray that you will reconcile us to one another in this country –

Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people.

Give us the patience and openness to understand each other.

In your mercy

Hear our prayer.

Where prejudice, arrogance or misconception prevent us

from hearing what others wish to communicate,

may your Spirit open our ears that we may hear and change.

In your mercy

Hear our prayer.

Give us the humility and grace to respect each other.

Where past experiences, misunderstandings, hate or pain

prevent us from receiving and listening,

may your Spirit open our spirits that we may listen with respect

and learn what you have to say to us

through our neighbours of other races, cultures and faiths.

In your mercy

Hear our prayer.

May your Spirit help us to dream common dreams of a life together

where we learn from each other,

deal with one another respectfully,

and are each able to contribute the gifts you have entrusted to us.

In your mercy

Hear our prayer.

We pray for courage and toughness

in our work to achieve specific changes

for more just and equitable relationships

between Aboriginal and Islander peoples and other Australians.

In your mercy

Hear our prayer.

May your Spirit empower us, we pray, to build a society

which has roots of justice

and bears fruits of peace 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Worship Resources prepared by the Uniting Church in Australia

for the Week of Prayer for Reconciliation

The Lord’s Prayer

As Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray:

Our Father, in heaven

hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come

your will be done

on earth, as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

And forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,

now and for ever.  Amen

The Sign of Peace

Christ is our peace!

He has reconciled us in one Body

and given us his peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you

And also with you.

Sending Out

Hymn

We shall go out with hope of resurrection.

We shall go out, from strength to strength go on.

We shall go out and tell our stories boldly,

tales of a love that will not let us go.

We’ll sing our songs of wrongs that can be righted.

We’ll dream our dreams of hurts that can be healed.

We’ll weave a cloth of all the world united

Within the vision of a Christ who sets us free.

We’ll give a voice to those who have not spoken.

We’ll find a word for those whose lips are sealed.

We’ll make the tunes for those who sing no longer,

vibrating love alive in every heart.

We’ll share our joys with those who still are weeping,

chant hymns of strength for hearts that break in grief.

We’ll leap and dance the resurrection story

including all within the circles of our love.

Author: June Boyce-Tillman

© 1993 Stainer and Bell Ltd, London & Women in Theology

Tune: Londonderry Air

From Worship Resources prepared by the Uniting Church in Australia

for the Week of Prayer for Reconciliation

Words of mission

Blessed are the peace-makers, for they will be called children of God.

Friends, go as peace-makers;

You are ambassadors of the gospel of reconciliation.

Do those things that bring about a just basis for peace.

In the name of the Christ.  Amen

Benediction

The God of peace lead you out,

Christ Jesus walk beside you,

and the Spirit be a stream of healing power within and without.

The blessing of God Almighty,

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,

be upon you and remain with you always.

Amen
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