Smoking

Aboriginal people for worship never approach sacred spiritual places without preparing themselves properly.  Not only is the mind prepared by cleansing, they also speak to the spirit, saying that they are preparing for ceremony and ask for approval.  The cleansing is done by purification by smoke which comes from fire – the cleansing and force in the land.
Thus we begin our ceremony gathered around the fire, a sign of oneness and peace, a sign of hope for the future in talking, laughing, singing and making decisions in a spirit of justice and truth.

##################    

Fire is important to Indigenous people; they could not do without it.  Fire means
· The calling of people together

· The gathering in a circle around the fire 

· For cooking and eating and for warmth at night

· The gathering for ceremonies

· The gathering for story telling

· The place for place for being together

#####################

May the Sacred fire be in our minds
Helping to make our thoughts true, good and just.

May the Sacred fire be in our eyes,

To open our eyes to see what is great in life.

May the Sacred fire be on our lips,

So that we may speak the truth in kindness.

May the Sacred fire be in our arms and hands

So that we build up love an protection for all peoples

May the Sacred fire be in our legs and feet enabling us to walk Mother earth with respect and care.

We call upon the Ancestor Spirits as we 

Feel the healing power of the fire.
So we may connect with the beginning of all creation  -  the dreaming 

The Earth:

For thousands of years Aboriginal people have lived in this land and fashioned a culture that endures to this day.  And during all which influences their lives so strongly that no matter what happens, they remain for ever people of their culture, and their way of touching the mystery of God’s Spirit in you and in creation.

.

Our relationships are  written in the land, we and the land belong to each other.  It shaped our lives and gives us our life.  This land gave us our names we are the chapters and illustrators of its intent and meaning, it shapes our lives and gives us our life.   Through land all gifts come to us

Bless our beautiful land, O Lord,

With its wonderful variety of people, 

Of races, cultures and languages.

May we be a nation 

Of laughter and joy,

Of justice and reconciliation, 

Of peace and unity, 

Of compassion, caring and sharing.

Water 

Creator God, hear the prayers of your people. For thousands of years water has given life to our land cool refreshments and cleansing to our people 
It has been a symbol of life for us.

You make water holy, 

You give us new life and you refresh us with the Spirit

May this water remind us of your love.

And protect us in a spirit and body 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.    Amen

(words said while sprinkling – repeat if needed)
Water of life – renew our life 

God our Creator 

Your gift of water 

Brings life and freshness to the earth;

Dear friends, 

Let us accept this blessed water 

May it keep us faithful 

To the Spirit God has given us.

