For Thinking and Talking
Translation to Life:
Justice or an Unjust System?
In the past decade, the incarceration rate for Indigenous men has more than doubled; Indigenous youths now comprised more than 50 per cent of juveniles in detention; and, for Indigenous women, the rate of imprisonment is accelerating even faster – a 74 per cent increase in the past 15 years.

Professor Patrick Dodson declared, on April 13 2016, in an impassioned speech to mark the 25th anniversary of the Aboriginal Deaths in Custody Report, "We need a smarter form of justice that takes us beyond a narrow-eyed focus on punishment and penalties, to look more broadly at a vision of justice as a coherent, integrated whole."

Professor Dodson said mandatory sentencing, imprisonment for fine defaults, " paperless" arrest laws, tough bail and parole conditions and punitive sentencing regimes had all contributed to high incarceration rates, along with funding cuts to frontline legal services and inadequate resourcing for much needed diversionary programs.

Are there groups of people in Australia suffering injustice? What can I do about that?
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