Reconciliation Through The Dreaming

I presume that most of you here today would agree that the tragedy of the Aboriginal people in this country has occurred through the dispossession of their land and their culture, which is at the heart of their Spiritual life. This has also shattered their sense of place and belonging and taken away their dignity and self esteem as individuals and collectively as a people.

It is reasonable then to believe that in order for any conciliatory action to be successful these things have to be strongly considered and where possible restored. It is essential that some form of land restoration has to take place, enabling them to have some measure of dignity as the rightful custodians. This has been generally considered successful in the case of Uluru and the historic handing over of land to the Gurindji people of what was formerly Wave Hill Station. However much more needs to be done. Our suburban people particularly, have been sadly neglected in this area. We need a place to call our own to allow people to camp and feel they have a belonging place, a place that can heal, a place that can provide a future for the coming

generations.

To see the importance of this, let us take a brief look at the concept of the Dreaming. It is often described as the ancient creation era, this is partly true, but it is far more than this. The Dreaming is eternal, a continuing reality which embodies the eternal way of all things. It is the source of power for all life and social order, an eternal principle of balance and harmony which permeates nature, society, the whole of the Cosmos.

This was the way Aboriginal people saw life. The destruction of their way of living has left so many of them not only dispossessed physically but their very psyche has been deeply damaged. Just how this can be restored is within the realm of an impossible dream and will require a monumental effort.

Most will be asking where could we possibly begin? I think there have been many tentative steps already taken. The past ten years of the reconciliation process has seen a positive change in attitude in many Australians. This has been achieved as usual by the efforts of many of our people telling and re-telling the pain of their personal stories and reliving the hurt of their experiences of being removed from their families and belonging to know one, or having a place to call their own. Some of our Catholic schools are entering into the important area of education. This is also an imperative that has to be developed widely and becoming compulsory in all schools.

However, painful this process is, it must continue to be done, as each generation of children have to become aware of the history of this country, if we are to be a nation of integrity. I might add, at this present time we are not looking too good in the eyes of many in the world, or at home either for that matter.

The Church has a big part to play in the Reconciliation process. As professed followers of Christ it has a mandate to carry out the gospel message of justice spelled out loud and clear last year, the Year of the great Jubilee (that is for those who had ears to hear). The ACM spent three arduous years running jubilee workshops for so many people, with a huge result of burn out for the members of the ACM. The Church at the highest level did not have their hearing-aids plugged in,. However, we must also give some credit to many of the Religious Orders who took the Jubilee message seriously and have become a great support to us.

Particularly irksome are those who hide beneath a veneer of pious religious slogans. When Jesus cleansed the temple, he came down hard on those who profited, they had devised a legal system that deprived and oppressed the poor. They were at the top of the religious success ladder but at the bottom of the upside down kingdom that the Gospel talked of. Mercy and compassion is the measuring stick that Jesus portrayed.

It is obvious that we are living in a unique moment of time, we are being challenged to walk down a road that we have never walked before. The road has many signposts - some will lead us in the right direction although it be a long and arduous journey, others will take the detour, it is a choice we all have to make.

I believe in the final analysis our personal spirituality is vital to our attitude in respect to justice, racism and reconciliation. The power to change attitudes in others cannot be taught, we can only pass on what we honestly believe within ourselves. Governments cannot legislate love and compassion. The creation of an environment that enables the restoration of dignity and self-worth to Aboriginal people is a moral commitment. This can only be achieved by those who understand this and are willing to travel the road of the Gospel and awaken within their own selves, true respect and compassion for themselves and others.

Finally, one of our Aboriginal elders has stated: "the trouble is white man got no dreaming". So, we need to come together and before it is too late, learn from each other, maybe we can change that statement and discover a dreaming that evolves from a blending of the old way and the new way, we call the Jesus Dreaming. A dreaming that is right for this land and the many people who have had their share of suffering.

We must never forget the past -this land has absorbed to suffering and bloodshed of my people as well as the blood and suffering of the first immigrants, many of whom were sent here against their will and were wrenched from their own land and families. It is time to build a better future for us all. We have a unique opportunity to transcend the problem and honour a people who are the oldest living culture in the world today. May the Creator of us all go with us.
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