Reconciliation Liturgy

We begin today's liturgy by acknowledging the traditional custodians of the land on which we gather, the land of the ____________________ people.

Today, we bring to our liturgy symbols of healing and symbols that highlight our commitment to justice. 
(The symbols are brought forward after they are all explained and the song begins.) 

· We bring forward the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags, acknowledging the traditional owners of the land. 

· We bring forward a candle, symbolising Christ's presence amongst us. 

· We bring forward water, symbolising God's healing power. 

· We bring forward the Bringing Them Home Report about the Stolen Generations. We leave this report open, symbolising our willingness to listen to these stories. 

· We bring forward our footprints on which we have written our commitment to justice and reconciliation. 

We ask that you listen to the words of the opening song as the procession of symbols begins.

Opening Song: We'll Build a Nation
(Neil Murray and Kormilda College, 1999. Reconciliation: Stories of the Heart / Sounds of the Rock,)

Opening Prayer 
(Used with the permission of the Reconciliation, Relationships, Renewal Committee, Sydney Archdiocese, 2002)

Gracious God who takes the side of those who bear injustice, pain and insult, we pray for healing of the families of all those who were separated as children. May they be healed through the telling of their stories, and the strength of their communities. Give us the openness and determination to support this healing by hearing their stories and acting to ensure a just response to the Inquiry into the Stolen Generations. We make this prayer through Jesus who showed compassion to the vulnerable and challenged the righteous. Amen
Reading:
The past cannot be undone, but honest recognition of past injustices can lead to measures and attitudes which will help to rectify the damaging effects for both the indigenous community and the wider society. The Church expresses deep regret and asks forgiveness where her children have been or still are party to these wrongs. Aware of the shameful injustices done to indigenous peoples in Oceania, the Synod Fathers apologized unreservedly for the part played in these by members of the Church, especially where children were forcibly separated from their families. 
Pope John Paul 11 Ecclesia in Oceania 2001
Sorry Day Prayer

Almighty and loving God, 
you who created ALL people in your image,
Lead us to seek your compassion 
as we listen to the stories of our past.

You gave your only Son, Jesus, 
who died and rose again so that sins will be forgiven.
We place before you the pain and 
anguish of dispossession of land, 
language, lore, culture and 
family kinship that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have experienced.
We live in faith that all people
will rise from the depths of despair and hopelessness.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families 
have endured the pain and loss of loved ones, 
through the separation of children from their families.
We are sorry and ask God's forgiveness.

Touch the hearts of the broken, homeless and afflicted and heal their spirits.
In your mercy and compassion walk with us 
as we continue our journey of healing 
to create a future that is just and equitable.
Lord, you are our hope. 
Amen.

(Used with the permission of the Aboriginal and Islander Commission of the National Council of Churches in Australia, 2002.)
Closing prayer:
God of justice and forgiveness, 
Guide us as we continue on the journey of healing. Help us to build right relations with each other based on truth and justice. Help us as a nation to acknowledge not only our moments of pride, but also our moments of shame. We ask this prayer through Christ our Lord, Amen.
Closing song: Time to Heal 
(Midnight Oil, 1996, Reconciliation: Stories of the Heart / Sounds of the Rock

Reconciliation: Stories of the Heart / Sounds of the Rock is available from Caritas Australia for $15
Contact details: (02) 99565799

Journey of Healing and National Reconciliation Week

May 27th – June 3rd
Theme: “Reconciliation: It’s Not Hard to Understand”- Respect, Rights and Recognition
What can you do? 

Remember the Protocols

Contact the Local Aboriginal Education Consultative Group or local Indigenous people, where there is no LAECG, and invite them to be involved in your school reconciliation day plans
In commemorating both The Journey of Healing and National Reconciliation Week, we invite you to hold a Reconciliation liturgy.

As a school, write your own Statement of Reconciliation and display this in a public place.

As individuals, write about your commitment to justice and reconciliation on footprints and present these in a Reconciliation liturgy.

 Buy badges from Reconciliation Australia for all students and school community members to wear.

 Fly the Aboriginal flag and have a flag raising liturgy or ceremony.


Learn more about reconciliation by visiting www.ozspirit.info The issue on reconciliation will coincide with National Reconciliation Week. Visit www.journeyofhealing.com
· for a list of educational activities suitable from early childhood to adults.
· for a list of what is happening around the country to commemorate National Sorry Day and National Reconciliation Week
Reconciliation Victoria 

Ph: 96621645

Email: reconciliation.vic@vcross.org.au
Reconciliation Australia Limited

PO Box 4773

Kingston ACT 2604

Web site: http://www.reconciliation.org.au
