National Reconciliation Week Prayer and Aboriginal Flag Raising 
Create a sacred space 

 Opening song:  We are One but We are Many 
1. The People

Leader: We begin our National Reconciliation week flag-raising and prayer today by asking Elder ….. to welcome us to the land. 

Leader: We will now create the special place for our Reconciliation ceremony by bringing forward some symbols. 

2. The Aboriginal flag

Leader: (Students will raise/bring forward the Aboriginal flag.) The flag colours and the yellow sun have symbolic meaning; the black represents the Aboriginal people, the red the earth and Aboriginal peoples’ spiritual relationship to the land, and the yellow the sun, the giver of life. 

3. Message Stick
Leader: (Students bring forward the message stick.) A message stick was a traditional way of communication for Aboriginal people in the past. Young men would carry it to pass through another tribe’s country or to deliver a message. Our school message stick has the contains the images of :-

. the ancient Dreaming Bungil the Eagle which also represents God the Father and the Old Testament

. the Cross the message of the New Dreaming – the New Testament – the Jesus Story

. the campfire and smoke represents the Holy Spirit

. the coolamon represents the offering of gifts, Eucharist and Reconciliation
. Christ’s is represented by the Southern Cross and our land Australia

. the messages of Forgiveness, Hope, Faith, and Love and all the symbols of Aboriginal Culture and Reconciliation.

. we will place our Message Stick in the school foyer to remind all who come to (school name)that we acknowledge the history of Aboriginal people and our Catholic Story.
4. Earth

Leader: (Students will bring forward some earth.) It reminds us that the Aboriginal people cared for this land for thousands of years and that they have a special relationship with the land. This is to remind all of us too, that we have to take of our country. 

5. Water

Leader: (Students bring forward water.) Aboriginal people for thousands of years looked after the rivers and waterholes. They played and fished and used water in ceremonies. The water reminds us too, that we live in a very dry country and that water is precious. It also reminds us of our Baptism.

6. Fire

Leader: Students bring forward the candle. The candle is to remind us of the many, many years, Aboriginal people sat around campfires telling stories and sharing meals. It also reminds us of Jesus who is the light of the world.
Teacher or Senior student:

Opening prayer: 
God of justice and forgiveness, guide us as we continue to learn about our country and its Traditional peoples. Grant us the courage to speak out against the injustices/ wrong things that our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander brothers and sisters continue to suffer. Help us to see with new eyes, to listen to the stories of our Indigenous brothers and sisters and to feel with a compassionate/ warm heart. Help us to build right relationships with each other based on truth and justice. We ask this prayer through Christ our Lord, Amen.
Aboriginal person/KEW / Principal / REC: Brief talk about National Reconciliation Week. Invite children to ask questions. 

Final Blessing:

Leader: Ask the children to stand for a blessing. Tell the students we are all going to ask God to bless us, all of the students, the teachers and our country and all of its peoples. (The turning during the blessing symbolises that we are asking God to bless all people – north south east and west and finally ourselves. Please see below)
Ask the children to raise one arm with hand outstretched – look to the front.  Leader: Read the first line of the blessing. Ask the children to turn to the right – Leader: read the second line. Ask them to turn to the back –Leader: read the third line. Ask them to turn to the left – Leader: read the forth line. Ask the children to turn to the front and cross their hands over their heart and bow their heads – Leader: read the last line.
An Australian Blessing
 Front- Line 1: May you always stand tall as a tree
Right -Line 2: Be as strong as the rock Uluru
Back -Line 3: As gentle and still as the morning mist
Left -Line 4: Hold the warmth of the campfire in your heart

Front (hands crossed over chest and head bowed) And may the Creator Spirit always walk with you.     Amen         (E Pike, 1997)                                          

Song: Aboriginal National Anthem – as the Flags are raised.
