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JUSTICE BASED ON TRUTH
Introduction

The State Museum of Victoria has documented evidence of a large number of Massacre Sites (approx 70) existing in Victoria. (See over ). These sites are a record of the early history of the settlement / invasion of the State and the means used by the settlers and authorities to punish and dispossess the original owners of the land. They are places which reflect the darkest aspect of Victoria's history. It is difficult for many of us to face this darkness but, if a genuine process of reconciliation is to begin, we need to allow ourselves to feel this pain and to grieve the past.

Reconciliation is at the heart of the Gospel and at the heart of the Catholic Christian faith community. Our understanding and experience of reconciliation teaches us that, out of recognition and admission of wrongdoing, healing power can flow. This truth of our faith invites us to recognise the potential for healing and reconciliation in public recognition of the historical facts pertaining to these Sites. By our willingness to allow the wrongs of the past to reach in and touch us, by asking for the grace to admit that this history is ours, and by declaring our desire to amend this history, the Catholic Christian community could take the initiative and lead the way in this important aspect of the reconciliation process.

As we approach the Year 2000 in the spirit of the Great Jubilee, the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry in Melbourne invites the Catholic Christian community of Victoria, out of its own tradition, to remember the Koorie people of the past, praying that their spirits may be at rest. The members of the A.C.M.M. believe that such an action, arising as it does, out of a difficult past, would, with God's help, contribute to the shaping of a stronger future.

Praying for our Aboriginal Ancestors

Why should we, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people pray on All Soul's Day, for our Ancestors? As members of the Catholic Community of Australia, we regard the month of November as an important time to remember the dead, to pray for them at Eucharist and to visit our sacred sites. In line with the ancient Christian tradition of praying for the dead, we look forward to this month, and especially to the opportunity on All Soul's day to celebrate the Eucharist and pray for our relatives and friends.

Not only will we be praying at this time for our Christian and Catholic Ancestors, but also we remember all deceased Aboriginal people 'whose faith is known to God alone'. For Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people of the Christian faith, the November feast of All Soul's Day is an important opportunity for visiting sacred sites in Australia and more recently, -sites of Aboriginal people who have been killed since European settlement. The visiting of these sites with Christian prayer is something new to our heritage, but it is a practice that has a long and rich tradition.

  the local Churches should do everything possible to ensure that the
memory of those who have suffered martyrdom should be safeguarded,
gathering the necessary documentation. JPII, TMA 37

The Eucharist is central to the celebration of All Soul's Day. The important insertion into the Eucharistic Prayer of the names of our relations who have died, asks God to care for those people as Christ was cared for. We ask that the power of Christ's resurrection may be appropriated to the memory of our loved ones.
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This map shows the locations of known killings of Aborigines by Europeans for the18 years between 1836 and 1853.

The deaths of several thousand people are represented.

Many thousands more died beyond prying eyes.

	1
	1836: May 24
	Mt Dispersion, near Euston
	Several shot by Major Mitchell and his party

10 shot by Henry Batman and others

4 shot 

3 killed 

43 killed

40 or more shot by Mounted Police 

13 shot

15 killed by Mr Taylor 

5 or more shot

Group shot or poisoned Almost all Tantgort people 'butchered'

20 or more shot by George Faithfull and his men in a 6-hour battle Between 20 and 40 shot by the Whyte brothers

3 or 4 shot by party led by Foster

Unknown number killed by Angus McMillan's men

3 shot

Angus McMillan and his men took a 'heavy toll' of Aboriginal lives I killed by I. F Francis 3 shot

I killed by George Bolden

20 shot by station owners, cooks and shepherds

7 poisoned on Henty brothers' property

51 killed

35 - 40 shot

IS - 17 poisoned

30 - 35 shot by Angus McMillan's

men


	2
	1836: July
	Werribee River
	10 shot by Henry Batman and others



	3
	1837
	Geelong area
	4 shot



	4
	1837
	Western Victoria
	3 killed 



	5
	1838-1841
	Western Victoria
	43 killed

 

	6
	1839: July
	Campaspe Plains
	40 or more shot by Mounted Police 



	7
	1839: July
	Mt Alexander
	13 shot



	8
	1839: November 11
	Western District
	15 killed by Mr Taylor 



	9
	1839
	Pyrenees
	5 or more shot



	10
	1839
	Western district
	Group shot or poisoned

	11
	1839
	Western district
	Almost all Tantgort people 'butchered'



	12
	Early 1840s
	Wangaratta
	20 or more shot by George Faithfull and his men in a 

6-hour battle 



	13
	1840: March 10
	Konong-Woontong Station
	Between 20 and 40 shot by the Whyte brothers



	14
	1840: July
	Western district
	 3 or 4 shot by party led by Foster Fyans



	15
	1840: Oct - Dec
	Nuntin, Gippsland
	Unknown number killed by Angus McMillan's men



	16
	1840: December 21
	Pyrenees
	3 shot

s

	17
	1840: December 22
	Boney Point, Gippsland
	Angus McMillan and his men took a 'heavy toll' of Aboriginal lives

	18
	1840
	Grampians
	killed by J. F Francis

	19
	1841
	Mt Bainbridge
	3 shot

	20
	1841
	Port Fairy
	I killed by George Bolden



	21
	1841
	Near Lake Lonsdale
	20 shot by station owners, cooks and shepherds



	22
	1841
	Portland
	7 poisoned on Henty brothers' property



	23
	1841
	Glenelg River
	51 killed



	24
	1841
	Glenormiston Station
	35 -40 shot

	25
	1841
	Junction of Wannon and

Glenelg Rivers


	15 – 17 poisoned

	26
	1841
	Butcher's Creek, Gippsland
	30 - 35 shot by Angus McMillan's men



	27
	1841
	Maffra
	Unknown number shot by Angus McMillan’s men

	28
	1841: August 25
	Murray River
	30 shot by government troops

	29
	1841: August
	Mt Emu
	3 shot

	30
	1841: August 
	Mt William
	1 shot by station storekeeper

	31
	1841: October
	Leighton Station, Hopkins River
	2 beaten and shot


	32
	1841: December
	Port Fairy
	20 or more shot by Mr Taylor, station overseer

	33
	1942
	Skull Creek, Gippsland
	Unknown number killed

	34
	1842: February
	Caramut
	Several killed by station hands

	35
	1842: February 24
	Mustons Creek 
	4 shot

	36
	1842: February
	Port Fairy
	10 or more shot by station hands

	37
	184 October
	Mt Rouse
	9 killed

	38
	1842: December 10
	Port Fairy
	9 killed

	39
	1842
	Bruthen Creek, Gippsland
	'Hundreds' killed

	40
	pre-1843
	Grampians
	5 killed

	41
	pre-1843
	Grampians
	2 or 3 killed

	42
	pre-1843
	Darlot
	3 killed

	43
	pre-1843
	Lake Colac
	I killed

	44
	1843: June
	Warrigal Creek
	Between 60 and 180 shot by

	45
	1843: August
	Wannon River
	Angus-McMillan and his men.

17 shot by Captain Dana and the Aboriginal Police

Police



	46
	1842: August
	Koroite Station, Wannan River
	7-8 killed

	47
	1843
	Grampians
	4 killed by Captain Dana and the Aboriginal Police

	48
	1843
	Fitzroy River
	8-9 killed by Captain Dana and the Aboriginal Police

	49
	1843
	Portland Bay area
	4 killed

	50
	1843
	Western district
	2 killed

	51
	1842 - 1844
	Eumeralla River area
	200 or more Gunditjmara people shot and poisoned



	52
	1844
	Maffra
	Unknown number killed

	53
	1845: January
	Wimmera district
	2 shot by Troopers

	54
	1845: July
	Mt Arapiles
	3 killed

	55
	1845: December
	Westernport
	7 killed

	56
	1845
	Grampians
	I killed

	57
	1846: November
	Gippsland
	14 killed

	58
	1846: December
	Snowy River
	8 killed by Captain Dana and the Aboriginal Police



	59
	1846- 1847
	Gippsland
	50 or more shot by armed party hunting for white woman supposedly held by Aborigines

No such woman ever found.


	60
	1847
	Mt Talbot
	I killed by Mr Stokell

	61
	1848: February
	Murrumbidgee Station, Murray area
	7 - 8 poisoned

	62
	pre-1848
	 Cape Otway
	20 killed by government survey party

	63
	1850
	Gippsland
	15 - 20 killed  party



	64
	1850
	Murrindal, near Orbost
	16 poisoned

	65
	1850
	Brodribb River, near Orbost
	15 - 20 killed

	66
	1853
	Wangaratta
	2 killed

	67
	1810s
	Port Fairy/Portland area
	3 or more killed

	68
	Unknown
	Mt Eccles
	30 or more killed


SOURCE:

‘KOORIE'’ - KOORIE CULTURAL HERITAGE TRUST. 1991. CREATIVE SOLUTIONS

BOOK OF THE DEAD
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The Book of the Dead is a large book which can be given prominence in the Sanctuary during the month of November. This book contains an alphabetical listing of all the names of people who have died, and on Sunday at the end of the Prayers of the Faithful, the Lector will take the book and pray for some people, ancestors, relations and friends of those in the Church.

Each year at this time, we could pray for Aboriginal people who were killed defending their land here in Victoria. The following two pages list the dates, places and numbers of Aboriginal people who were massacred during the early years of settlement. Each day in November has a corresponding year from the 1830's and '40's. Christian feasts and holy days are included. Details re the times and places of the massacre sites could be included in your Book of the Dead. 
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SYMBOLIC ACTION

The Aboriginal Flag may be raised to half mast with appropriate music from "Kakadu" by Tony O'Connor, or "Didgeridoo Dreaming" by Alistair Black. In raising the flag or draping it over the Altar, please be very respectful and carry the flag reverently, because the flag and the colours are precious to Aboriginal people.

The most appropriate gesture is standing in silence during this Symbolic Action. It might be appropriate for a member of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community to join the celebration at your School and Church. Some names of people from the Book of the Dead might be read out at this time.

If this celebration is in a Church, after the draping of the Altar, the Book of the Dead might be placed on the Altar, over the Aboriginal Flag, or the Aboriginal Flag might be draped over the Lectern and the Book of the Dead placed on the flag.

	1st
All Saints Day
	1836
	6 shot at Mt Dispersion

	2nd
All Souls Day
	1836
	10 shot at Werribee River

	3rd                       Day of Penance
	1838-41
	43 killed in Western Vic.

	4th
Charles Borromeo
	1837
	4 shot in Geelong area

	5th                    31st Sunday
	1839
	40 shot on Campaspe Plains

	6th
	1839
	13 shot at Mt Alexander

	7th
	1839
	15 killed in Western District

5 shot in the Pyrenees

estern District.

	8th
	1839
	Almost all Tangtort people killed

	9th
          Dedication of 

                                Lateran Basilica


	1840
	20 shot in Wangaratta

	10th
Day of Penance

                          Leo the Great
	1840
	3 shot in Pyrenees

7 killed at Boney Pt, Gippsland

	11th
Martin of Tours
	1841
	3 shot at Mt Bainbridge

7 poisoned at Portland

40 shot at Glenormiston



	 12th
2nd Sunday
	1841
	20 shot at Lake Lonsdale

51 killed at Glenelg River



	13th
          John Chrysostom
	1841
	17 poisoned at the Junction of

Wannon & Glenelg Rivers

30 shot Murray River

	14th
	1842
	100's killed at Bruthen Creek,

Gippsland

7 killed at Carramut

4 shot at Muston's Creek



	15th                     
	1842
	9 killed at Port Fairy

9 killed at Mount Rouse

	16th                       Margaret of Scotland
	1843
	12 killed in Grampians
180 killed at Warrigal Creek

17 shot at Wannon Rv.



	1 7th                       Day of Penance
	1843
	8 killed at Koroite Stn.

9 killed at Fitzroy River

4 killed at Portland Bay



	1 8th
	
	1842-44
	200+ poisoned at  Eumaralla River



	1 9th
	33rd Sunday
	1845
	2 shot in Wimmera District

3 killed at Mt Arapiles

7 killed at Westernport

1 killed at Grampians



	21st
	Presentation of BVM
	1846
	14 killed at Gippsland

	
	
	
	

	22nd
	Cecilia
	1846
	8 killed at Snowy River

	
	
	
	

	23rd
	
	1846-47
	50+ shot in Gippsland

	
	
	
	

	24th
	Day of Penance
	1848
	20 killed at Cape Otway

	
	
	
	

	25th
	
	1848
	8 poisoned at Murrumbidgee Stn

	
	
	
	

	26th
	Christ the King
	1850
	20 killed in Gippsland

	
	
	
	

	27th
	
	1850
	18 killed in Orbost

	
	
	
	

	28th
	
	1850
	16 poisoned at Orbost

	
	
	
	

	29th
	
	1853
	2 killed at Wangaratta

	
	
	
	

	30th
	Andrew
	1840's
	30+ killed at Mt. Eccles
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MASS IN REMEMBRANCE OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE OF


AUSTRALIA DIED IN THE EARLY YEARS OF


EUROPEAN SETTLEMENT
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OPENING PRAYER:

Almighty God, everloving Father, by becoming human your Son has united himself with people of every race, language and way of life, and through his death on the cross, mingled his blood with the blood of all Koorie people who have died unjustly throughout our history.

Hear our prayer as we remember those who died in defence of their land and traditions. Grant peace for them and all who now live in this land. May the walls which prejudice raises between us crumble beneath the shadow of the outstretched arms of him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen.

The black section of the Aboriginal flag is now brought forward and placed under the altar.

FIRST READING: From the prophet Isaiah 25:6-9
RESPONSORIAL PSALM:

Response: No one who waits for you, 0 Lord, will be put to shame. 

1 Lord, make me know your ways.

Lord, teach me your paths.

Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 
for you are God my saviour.

2 Remember your mercy, Lord,
     and the love you have shown from of old. 
      In your love remember me 
      because of your goodness, 0 Lord.
3 Relieve the anguish of my heart

and set me free from my distress. Preserve my life and rescue me.

Do not disappoint me, you are my refuge.

SECOND READING: From the Acts of the Apostles 10:34-36. 42-43
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:

Alleluia, alleluia!

Come, you whom my Father has blessed, says the Lord; inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 
Alleluia!

GOSPEL READING: From the Holy Gospel according to John 5:24-29
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS:

Lord, accept these fruits of the earth and the work of human hands as gifts we present at your altar.

As you gave our brothers and sisters courage to sacrifice their lives rather than surrender the land that gave them life and spirit, help us to give ourselves completely to you. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The red section of the Aboriginal flag is joined to the black section
under the altar.

Eucharist Prayer IV

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION:

Father, in this sacrament we have received the body and blood of your Son whom we proudly proclaim as light of the world and sun of justice. Hear our prayer that we might always walk in that light and work for justice and reconciliation of all people in our land.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The final section of the Aboriginal flag, the yellow sun, is now placed in the centre of the red and black sections.

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 




MASS FOR, ALL SOULS DAY
Opening Prayer

Merciful God, hear our prayers and console us. As we renew our faith in your son, whom you raised from the dead, strengthen our hope that all our departed brothers and sisters will share in his resurrection.

First Reading: Isaiah 25:6 -9. 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 23, or Psalm 24 Acts 
Reading: Acts 10:24 - 26, 42 - 43

Gospel: Luke 23:33. 39 - 43 

   John 14:1 - 6 

    John 5:24 - 29

HOMILY

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

We pray for relatives and friends of ours
Also today we remember Aboriginal people who have been killed in our land, especially those who have died in Victoria.
We pray for those who were shot, poisoned and killed, and therefore died without proper ceremony. 
We pray for these people so that their spirits and the spirits of their descendants may be at rest.
We pray that the Bishops, Priests and people of Australia acknowledge the violent deaths of the Aboriginal people and ask for forgiveness.
We pray that we recognise that it is our racism, discrimination and indifference that has allowed the deaths to continue.
We pray for the relatives of those who have died recently while in custody, that they may be comforted by our recognition of their pain.
We trust that those who longed to rest in the Dreamtime, will be given the fullness of eternal life in you. 
After praying for those who have died, the response from the Funeral Liturgy, `Receive their spirit/soul and present them to God the Most High', could be sung.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER: #IV

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord God, may the death and resurrection of Christ which we celebrate in this Eucharist bring our departed brothers and sisters to the peace and rest of your resurrection. 
[image: image8.png] 

[image: image9.png]


 

REMEMBERING THE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE WHO `DIED IN THE EARLY
YEARS OF-VICTORIA'S SETTLEMENT

301? ALL SOULS DAY OR DURING THE MONTH OF Q-3
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PARALITURGY 1

GATHERING RITE:

Students, teachers assemble around a Flag Pole or around the Altar. Aboriginal music is played and Aboriginal flag is brought forward.

INTRODUCTION:

Today on the Feast of All Souls/today in this month of November, we pray for deceased relatives and =•,ends. We began this month by celebrating All Saints Day, but today we celebrate anyone who has  ed, those whose funerals we have attended and we remember specially, our relatives and friends.

 this special celebration we raise the Aboriginal flag because we are asking God to especially care for Me Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who have died in Victoria, especially those who may have died in this area.

OPENING PRAYER:

Let us pray

God our Creator, in your Son, Jesus Christ, you have conquered death and He has returned to you in May people who have died, whose faith is known to you alone, share his victory and enjoy the . s on of your glory for ever and ever. Amen

LITURGY OF THE WORD

READING SUGGESTIONS see pp 6-8)

: ; Testament -;a​

- :*.s ;` the Apostles Gospel Readings.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  See p.11 )

CONCLUDING PRAYER:

and gracious God, you have given us this land of the Holy Spirit. You enabled many people to

_-e,e and settle peacefully. We pray in this month of November for those who have died.

especially remember the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders who have died in defence of their to be with them and assist them. We ask this through Jesus Christ, Our Lord, Amen.

10

Traditional Aboriginal music played.

Leader: We have come here today to remember the Aboriginal people, to listen to their story, and to pray for their ancestors. Today we pray especially for those Aboriginal people who died in the massacres which took place in the early years of European settlement.

A large Aboriginal flag with 6 people holding it up high is processed in from the back of the church, clap sticks accompanying the procession. In silence, the flag is then draped over the altar. The paschal candle is placed in front of the flag and then lit. The candle could be decorated with Aboriginal symbols.

Opening prayer: From Paraliturgy 1, p. 9. FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:6;7-9

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:

RESPONSE: No one who waits for you, 0 Lord, will be put to shame.

Lord, make me know your ways. Lord, teach me your paths.

Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:

for you are God my saviour.
R e s p.

Remember your mercy, Lord,

and the love you have shown from of old. In your love remember me

because of your goodness, 0 Lord. R e s p.

Relieve the anguish of my heart

and set me free from my distress. Preserve my life and rescue me.

Do not disappoint me, you are my refuge. R e s p.

GOSPEL READING: John 5: 24-29

SILENT TIME

:--~ day calls for silence and prayer as we remember the dead, the Gospel could be followed by a =~ of introduced silence with an option of music playing, instead of a homily.

11


PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL:

Let us gather our prayers together, knowing that in Christ all people are united. We pray for the dead, our relatives and friends from


We pray for those that we have known and whose funerals we have been to in recent years. We ask that God will remember them. Lord hear Us

We pray for the victims of violence in Australian history, especially the Koorie people who were massacred in this region. We ask God to remember them. Lord hear Us

We pray for all those who mourn the loss of loved ones at this time, and those those who have lost relatives or friends this year or whose anniversaries occur at this time. Lord hear Us

We pray for all indigenous people created in God's image, especially those who died for the love of their land. We ask that god will remember them. Lord hear us.

e pray for world church leaders and those responsible for justice and reconciliation, that God will be with them and guide them in their decisions. Lord hear Us.

Loving God we pray to you for all those who have died, whose faith is known to you alone. Listen to our prayers and grant them, through Christ Our Lord, Amen.

After the Prayers of the Faithful an appropriate song could be sung or a psalm of lament recited.

Sign of peace

Concluding Prayer: From Paraliturgy 1, p. 9.
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Activities for school students.

Below are some suggestions by way of providing students with some background in preparing them to participate in liturgy or the remembrance of the massacres of indigenous people in Australia.

MAP

The map shows documented locations of known killings of Aborigines by Europeans during the period 1836-1853. The map also locates Victorian diocesan boundaries.

Some Possibilities:

Students could reproduce their own maps.

Working in small groups students could produce poster or banner size reproductions of the map to c-e displayed as a focus during the liturgy.

Following either of the above suggestions, students could produce a map of their diocese showing the massacre sites. (Given the information available, this may best suit the Ballarat and Sale Dioceses).

.,,sing the legend accompanying the map, students research some of the sites, especially any in their

 own area.

Further research into ways in which Aboriginal people were treated during this period of early contact.

--:-,tact your local Aboriginal Co-op or local library to learn something of the Koorie history of your own Location suburb, town or city. Focus on the history of the local Koorie people who lived in your area.

The publication "Koorie" (published by Creative Solutions) and the Koorie Exhibition in Kershaw Museum of Victoria, provide excellent sources of accurate information.

your Aboriginal flag at half mast on the day of your prayer gathering. As an alternative involve -::ants in the making of your own flag.
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