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Great Creator, The Spirit who  is in all  things, be with us as we gather together for this Mass to remember and to celebrate the lives of all people, who have suffered from the pain and trauma of wars.

The Anzac story runs deep in the psyche of this country, especially for our Aboriginal service men and women.  Their stories are numerous and in some ways greater, because they went far beyond the call of duty.  They volunteered to defend a people that had colonized, oppressed, and removed them from their families, took their children and called our land their own.

Then, when those who survived and returned home, were not regarded as citizens of the country they had fought for.  Surely such acts of love and suffering, Jesus must some day honour.   Because Aboriginal people were also chosen by God and created in his image, they had God’s presence within them.
They too had become like Jesus.  Like stones standing out above the ground, and those who neither saw or took notice of them have stumbled; and they have become the corner stone, the foundation  of  this land , a new people of God, rising like the phoenix, remnants from the flames of war and oppression.
Response:  Creator God, 

 You are our Rock, in your Mercy hear our call. 

