ABORIGINAL REFLECTION

I would like us to reflect especially on 'Mary' and some of the aspects of 'Listening , and 'waiting' in her life. I would also like to bring into focus some 'Aboriginal' parallels to help us become more aware of how 'Mary' belongs in the 'Two Ways' - 'The Aboriginal Way' and the 'Jesus Way’.
In 'The Aboriginal Way' the land was called 'Our Mother'. It provided all our needs. The people and the land were inseparable, just as a mother and the child she nurtures in her womb are inseparable.

'Waiting' was an essential part of our culture. We 'waited' for the coming of the different seasons and the coming of the rains which brought life to the land and the people. In more recent times, we have suffered much pain in our 'waiting' in order to be freed from oppression, ​ridicule - racism - loss of our identity which engenders loss of self, the essence of our humanity.

'Listening' was another vital aspect of our people. 'Listening' to each other as we passed on the knowledge of our 'Law',  'The Dreaming' through stories, songs, ceremony and ritual. 'Listening' to vagaries of the elements and knowing when to stay and when to move. 'Listening' to the sounds and the habits of the animals and birds that were hunted for food and clothing.

The special elders of a group considered 'Listening' and 'Waiting,’ (contemplation) in a quiet place set apart, essential for acquiring the necessary wisdom and skills, in order to heal the sick and to dispense the 'Law' in a wise way. Living so close to the earth, nature and each other, enabled Aboriginal People to be drawn into an inseparable union with the 'Creator', through their 'Mother' the 'Land'. So all things were shared through the land which was impregnated with the 'Spirit' the life giving force of "The Dreaming'.

In the course of time, the Creator Spirit was to bring all these things to greater fulfilment in another mystical union which would bring us into even greater union with the Creator. This was a promise made to the ancestors that we would be brought out of the darkness into the light of 'The Word'. This would bond us not only to creation, the land, 'our Mother', the bearer and sustainer of the land and all there in, but to the 'Creator' of all things. People had been 'Waiting and Listening' for this message down through the ages.

When the moment was right, this became possible, with the inseparable mystical union of 'Mary' and 'Jesus' through the power of the 'The Creator Spirit'. 'Mary' now becomes the bearer and sustainer of the 'New Way’: we call ‘The Jesus Dreaming'. This is the coming together of the two ways 'The Aboriginal Way and 'The Jesus Way'.

Aboriginal People can 'relate' so completely with 'Mary' because 'Mary' was to become fully aware of the anguish of 'Waiting' and 'Listening' in 'Silence'. Mary became pregnant by the power of the 'Creator Spirit' while not yet fully understanding the 'Creator's' plan, but simply accepting in faithful obedience. Just as Aboriginal People obediently kept their ‘Law’ of the ‘Land’ given by the ‘Ancestral spirits', not fully understanding the plan of 'The Creator'.

Mary had to flee from her own land and family through the oppression of foreign rulers, becoming a refugee. The pain of rejection was felt when she needed help to find 'a place to give birth to her child.’ Later as the Mother of a considered criminal, she saw her innocent Son whipped and mocked, losing all his human dignity. Finally she walked in 'Silent' agony with her Son as He went to His ultimate, cruel and agonising death on the cross.

This woman, 'Mary', above all women, would fully understand Aboriginal People as they 'Waited' and 'Listened' in 'Silence' at the coming of the invaders to their land. They, too, had to flee from their homes, family and friends, through the oppression of foreign rulers, becoming refugees, in their own land. As they have witnessed the desecration of the sacredness of their land and the cruel deaths of many of their people, their pain and rejection is deep. They, like 'Mary,' have had to try and understand the mystery of death and dying in humble obedience, not recognising still the plan of 'The Creator'.
Hopefully we, like 'Mary', will witness a resurrection, a 'New Life', - a 'Life of Hope’. So we 'Listen' and 'Wait' in 'Silence' at Advent, we must continue to find a way of understand 'Our New Dreaming', within our own culture, for this ‘Jesus', who was nurtured and nourished through His Mother 'Mary,' is for all cultures not only the Jewish Culture.

As we were nurtured and nourished through our 'Mother', the Land, let us now, through 'Mary', be nurtured once more, so that we may feel the inner calm and stillness we once had sitting around the campfires of our land. It will be different, but a new beauty and richness will come from 'Her Dreaming Spirit' 'Jesus'. He will lead us back into our true country with 'Him'.

So, during the season of Advent, as we continue to 'Listen' and 'Wait' with the true strength and wisdom of our people, our culture need not be lost, but purified in the light of 'The Spirit' to become a 'New Creation'. One that is richer than we could ever dream or imagine. A culture that is suited to this land, one that is rooted deeply in its 'First People' who, like 'Jesus', was the corner stone that the builders rejected.

It is in 'The Dreaming' (the Eternal Now) that we must rise from the ashes like the phoenix and graft on new branches, giving new vigour and life to our land and all its people.

Elizabeth Pike, 1996

Betty is a Ngungar woman from Western Australia 
who works at the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry in Thornbury.
