Prayers 

Prayers of the Faithful

One or more of the following could be added.

· We pray for the people of Australia. Generate in our hearts the ability and readiness to ensure the preservation of Indigenous cultures and to keep working for an inclusive multicultural Australia.

· We pray in thanksgiving for the way the Indigenous peoples have cared for the land. Enable us to work together to preserve our fragile environment.

· Let us reaffirm our commitment to walk with our indigenous sisters and brothers on the journey of healing towards reconciliation and justice.

Choose from any of the following, or write your own 

Celebrant: Loving God, on this day we acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people throughout Australia. We turn to you in prayer and seek the help of your spirit as we commit ourselves to journeying together in the spirit of Reconciliation.
Reader: As we acknowledge National Reconciliation Week today, we pray for peace and reconciliation in our hearts, our families, and our communities. Help us to be open to the Holy Spirit to help bring peace to all each time we offer forgiveness to one another.

LORD HEAR US

All: Lord hear our prayer

Reader: Help us to be compassionate to respond to the needs of others in ways that

reveal your love and mercy, especially to those that are suffering.

LORD HEAR US

All: Lord hear our prayer
Reader: We pray for a united Australia that represents this land of ours, values the

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander heritage, and provides truth, justice, peace, unity and equity for all.

LORD HEAR US

All: Lord hear our prayer
Reader: We pray for all Elders, those who are sick, the dying, those who are lost, we ask for your protection, healing and mercy for them.

LORD HEAR US

All: Lord hear our prayer
Reader: We pray for ourselves. Help us as we grow to appreciate one another. In your eyes we are one. Help us not to see colour, race or creed, but to see you in all people we meet.

LORD HEAR US

All: Lord hear our prayer
Reader: We especially pray for those who are experiencing despair and hopelessness through loss of identity and separation from family and place of birth.

LORD HEAR US

All: Lord hear our prayer
Reader: Let us all take a moment’s silence as we pray our personal intentions to our God

LORD HEAR US

All: Lord hear our prayer
Celebrant: Lord of all, hear our prayers of intercession as we look towards you for

guidance and wisdom. As we place our hearts and trust in you. We ask this through Christ ourLord

Amen

Offertory Procession

In some areas the coolamon is used to carry the bread to the altar. In the absence of Indigenous people participating in the celebration a coolamon can be placed in front of the altar as a symbol of the non presence of Indigenous brothers and sisters at the table.

(alternative Aboriginal gifts: a boomerang, woomara, Aboriginal Painting)

Aboriginal Our Father 

You are our father you live in Heaven

We talk to you our father you are good (repeat)

We believe your word father we are your people

Give us bread today (repeat)

We have done wrong we are sorry

Teach us Father all about your word (repeat)

Others have done wrong to us and

We are sorry for them Father today (repeat)

Stop us from doing wrong Father

Save us from the evil one (repeat)

You are our Father you live in Heaven

We talk to you Father you are good (repeat)

Or

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father

Who art in Heaven

Hallowed be thy name

Thy kingdom come

Thy will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven

Give us this day our daily bread

Forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those who trespass against us

Lead us not into temptation

But deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are

your,

Now and forever.

Amen
Concluding Prayer

Concluding Prayer Suggestions (Over the people & blessing)

Prayer of the Aboriginal People

Father of all,

You gave us the Dreaming,

You have spoken to us through our beliefs,

You then made your love clear to us in the

person of Jesus

We thank you for your care.

You own us, you are our hope.

Make us strong as we face the problems of

change.

We ask you to help the people of Australia

to listen to us and respect our culture.

Make the knowledge of you grow strong in all

people,

So that you can be at home in us and we can

make a home for everyone in our land.

Amen

Prayer for the Journey of Healing
Almighty and loving God, you who created ALL people in your image,
Lead us to seek your compassion as we listen to the stories of our past.
You gave your only Son, Jesus, who died and rose again so that sins will be forgiven.
We place before you the pain and anguish of dispossession of land, language, lore, culture and family kinship that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have experienced.

We live in faith that all people will rise from the depths of despair and hopelessness.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families have endured the pain and loss of loved ones, through the separation of children from their families.
We are sorry and ask Your forgiveness Touch the hearts of the broken, homeless and inflicted and heal their spirits.
In your mercy and compassion walk with us as we continue our journey of healing to create a future that is just and equitable.
Lord, you are our hope. 
Amen.
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RIGHTS, RESPECT, RECONCILIATION

The Aboriginal flag is a symbol of the struggle Indigenous Australians had to endure and their right to be heard.  Their stories tell the real history of Australia since white settlement.  The hands represent those people, who are aware of Aboriginal history, so they join Aboriginal people towards Reconciliation.  The footprints represent people going to meeting places to listen and learn: in the spirit of Reconciliation.  The dove represents peace and respect.

“He even makes the deaf to hear and 


the mute to speak” 
(Mark 7:37)
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