[bookmark: _GoBack]We gather this day on the traditional lands of the …… clans. We respectfully acknowledge them as the traditional owners. We pay our respects to their Elders, past and present, and the Elders from other communities who may be here today. The following reflection is an expression of how Aboriginal beliefs and culture have been so welcoming and inclusive of Christian beliefs. When they meet they place themselves in country by identifying their neighbours and their boundaries. The purpose of this is to express gratitude to the Creator Spirit for their connections to country, to people and all living things. Let us place ourselves in country with our ……. brothers and sisters. We welcome our Message Stick among us, which has been gifted to us by our sisters and brothers at the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry. We acknowledge the privilege we have been given of using the Message Stick as a living symbol of our unity with people who are created by the Creator Spirit in unity with Christ the Redeemer. In the land there are four directions, in Aboriginal way we orient to the movement of the Sun. 

1. Let us face the East. The symbol of the East is the Magpie, which announces the coming of the sun at dawn. It symbolizes the Good news and is our symbol here of a new day dawning for us and for the Church. Aboriginal people get their bearings from the east rather than the north. Christ is our morning star leading us to hope. We give thanks for the gifts of the East. 

2. Let us face the South. The symbol of the south is the Emu. A bird that tracks the land and who searches with intense curiosity. The South represents truth from within, insights from Aboriginal culture. These truths can be discovered in the land, the stories, the teachings, the history and the ceremonies. It is in searching one’s experience and culture that one discovers the tracks of God in our past and present. We give thanks for the gifts of the South. 

3. Let us face the North. The symbol of the North is the Kangaroo. It is a national symbol of uniqueness, strength, endurance and abundance. The North represents the wisdom of the ancient sources from the past. The land is like the scriptures in that it speaks to us through sacred stories and signs that are inscribed in the landscape. We give thanks for the gifts of the North. 

4. Let us face the West. The Kookaburra, the first of the birds, sings the sun to rest. It flies true and straight, sure of its purpose and its goal. The West represents hope for the future and strength and energy for the people. We give thanks for the gifts of the West. 

Final Blessing: May we always stand as tall as a tree, Be as strong as the rock Uluru, Be as gentle as the morning mist, Hold the warmth of the sacred campfire within us, And may the spirits of our …. ancestors always watch over us.








A prayer by the Reverend Lenore Parker, an Indigenous Anglican Priest
God of holy dreaming, Great Creator Spirit
From the dawn of creation you have given your children the good things of Mother Earth.
You spoke and gum tree grew.
In vast deserts and dense forest, and in cities at the water's edge, creation sings your praise.
Your presence endures as the rock at the heart of our Land.
When Jesus hung on the tree 
you heard the cries of your people
and became one with your wounded ones:
the convicts, the hunted, and the dispossessed.
The sunrise of your Son coloured the earth anew
and bathed it in glorious hope.
In Jesus we have been reconciled to you, 
To each other and to your whole creation.
Lead us on, Great Spirit,
As we gather from the four corners of the earth;
enable us to walk together in trust
from the hurt and shame of the past
into the full day which has dawned in Jesus Christ. Amen.

Source: A Prayer Book for Australia p.218.
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