Appendix 1									 Creation Notes


Genesis 1:1-2:4a      The Priestly Creation Account
The style of the Priestly author is serene and stately.
There is no trace of violence or conflict that often appears in many creation stories.

N.B. The authors responsible for this account were priests. They were spiritual 
        leaders and were concerned with ritual matters.

This account is characterized by repetition. There is a rhythmical pace which gives the account its hymnlike quality.
The repeated framework: -

1. Announcement: “And God said….”
2. Command: “Let there be…….”
3. Report: “And it was so….”
4. Evaluation: “And God saw that it was good….”
5 Temporal Framework: 
“It was evening….”

There is also the structural pattern. The author correlates the acts of creation of the last three days with those of the first three days.

Day 1   Light
Day 2   Sky, separating the upper and lower waters
Day 3   Earth and vegetation
Day 4   Heavenly lights
Day 5   Birds and fish
Day 6   Land animals and humanity  



The First Account:

Is not about ‘back there’- about the origins of the universe
We go to science to learn about that.
The biblical understanding of creation is about now.
It’s about a vision of ourselves and our world as a gift from God.

The Creation story does not assign human beings a ‘special’ day to themselves but places them along with other living beings in the final sixth day of God’s creative work.

This communicates the sense of all, human and other living creatures, being bound together, in a community of life that is dubbed not just ‘good’ but ‘very good’.
It is good but not perfect.
The waters of chaos that God pushed away will remain and return in the flood story where creation seems to go into reverse, as human sinfulness and violence spreads over the earth.
