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The Format of St Paul’s Letters




The following format includes examples from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians.



1.   Greeting
  Comes from sender to receiver. 
  Is usually complimentary. 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,
To the saints who are in Ephesus and are faithful in Christ Jesus: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
                                                                                                 (Ephesians 1:1-2)









2. Prayer
Most often provides a thanksgiving for the efforts and successes of the audience. 

            I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a 
            spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of 
            your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, 
           what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the
          immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of 
           his great power.
                                                                                                                 (Ephesians 1: 17-19)







3. Body of the Letter
Addresses any issues the author wants to discuss. 
Provides general advice about Christian living.
Discusses the accomplishments of the community.
Interprets Jesus’ teachings. 

So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbours, for we are members of one another.  Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not make room for the devil.  Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labour and work honestly with their own hands, so as to have something to share with the needy.  Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.

                                                                      (Ephesians 4:25-32)





4. Closing
Includes greetings and instructions to specific people.
Usually a final prayer and blessing. 

Peace be to the whole community, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Grace be with all who have an undying love for our Lord Jesus Christ.

                                                                                           (Ephesians 6:23-24)




