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Teacher Background on Ephesians


Ephesus:
Ephesus itself was a large, multi-ethnic centre of trade, commerce and culture. In the Greco Roman world of the first century, Ephesus was exceeded in population only by Rome and Alexandria.  Capital city of the Roman province of Asia, Ephesus had approximately a quarter of a million people and was an important seaport. In addition to having a significant Jewish community, Ephesus was home to many Greeks, Romans and other settlers from throughout the entire Mediterranean world.

 Additionally, the city of Ephesus was known as a centre of pagan worship as the Temple of the Greek goddess Artemis (Roman goddess Diana), considered one of the seven wonders of the ancient world, was located just outside of the city limits. As such, people from across the region travelled to Ephesus to visit the Temple and an industry of blacksmiths served them by creating trinkets and statues of the goddess. 

Travelers and pilgrims from all over the Roman world visited Ephesus in large numbers. Being on a main trade route and having a key harbor added to the picture of Ephesus as a bustling, multi-cultural city of trade and entertainment. There was a medical college, renowned doctors, and a large public library in Ephesus, as well as numerous shrines and statues, an underground sewer system, and an outdoor amphitheatre.

Ephesus was pluralistic in every way. Many ethnic and cultural backgrounds were represented, and religious pluralism was entrenched and embraced. Moral beliefs, like religious ones, were diverse. The wide-ranging social acceptance was maintained in the name of tolerance and syncretism. As a result, anyone claiming to have “the” right religion, “the” only god, and “the” ultimate truth was bound to face acute rejection and social pressure and persecution.

St Paul and Ephesus:
Prior to writing his Epistle to the Ephesians in 60–61 AD, Paul had an established ministry in Ephesus. Paul first comes in contact with Ephesus when leaving Corinth to travel to Jerusalem in 53 AD. Paul stopped off in Ephesus, visited the synagogue in the city, and left his acolytes Priscilla and Aquila there before traveling on towards Jerusalem. On his return from Jerusalem, Paul travels to Ephesus and establishes there his longest ministry in any one location. One of Paul’s first works was to re-baptise twelve disciples in the name of Jesus who had been baptised by the Jewish-Christian Apollos in the name of John. Paul spent three months in the synagogue “arguing persuasively about the kingdom of God”, but after being maligned by the Jews of the synagogue then spent two years having “discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus” with both Jews and Gentiles. During this time “God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, so that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left them.” (Such was the success and demand for Paul’s ministry that the blacksmiths who made idols for the goddess Artemis saw their business decline and their economic way of life threatened. Led by a silversmith named Demetrius, an angry crowd rioted and filled the amphitheatre in Ephesus that held 24,500 people shouting “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” Soon after the riot, Paul left Ephesus in approximately 56 AD to go to Macedonia. Paul was never to return to Ephesus.

 

The Letter to Ephesians:
Some scholars suggest that it may have been written as a circular letter to the church in Ephesus to be distributed to several young churches in the Ephesus region. The letter does not seek to correct errors as does his letters to Corinth or Galatia nor is it a teaching epistle. 

Unlike other letter written to specific churches, this letter does not deal with specific problems in a local congregation. Instead, Paul addressed great themes that pertain to the Christian's position in Christ, as a member of the body of Christ, the church. As expressed in his prayer for his readers, it was his desire that they might know:

· What is the hope of God's calling (Eph 1:18)
· What are the glorious riches of God's inheritance in the saints (Eph 1:18)
· What is God's great power toward those who believe (Eph 1:19)

In the first three chapters, Paul answers his own prayer by expounding upon their spiritual blessings in Christ. 

The last three chapters focus on the conduct (or "walk", cf. Eph 4:1,17; 5:2,8,15) expected of those so richly blessed. Therefore Paul writes to:
· Remind Christians of their spiritual blessings in Christ (Eph 1:3)
· Exhort Christians to have a "walk worthy of the calling with which you were called" (Eph 4:1)


