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Catholic Education Sandhurst Social Justice Reference Group
1.0 Introduction 
“I have come that they may have life and have it abundantly” (Jn 10:10)

The Catholic Education Sandhurst Social Justice Reference Group (SJRG) has a mandate to ensure our schools respond to this mission of Jesus for all by ensuring regular social justice activities are conducted at diocesan and local levels. These activities need to be clearly grounded in a well-developed understanding of the principles of Catholic Social Teaching, particularly showing respect and compassion for the dignity of all humankind.

The purposes of the SJRG are:
1. To demonstrate that through our Catholic Identity social justice is core to Learning & Teaching, Wellbeing, Leadership and Stewardship of Resources.

2. To educate and empower all members of our Sandhurst school communities to uphold and respond to the principles of Catholic Social Teaching.

3. To provide a space for social justice initiatives to be generated and discerned for proposed common applications in schools throughout the diocese.

4. To collect and map key social justice initiatives throughout the diocese to ensure a common voice and clear message.
(Revised August 2019)
2.0 Belief Statements

Awareness raising, action for solidarity, advocacy and action for change are the principles which inform and guide an interdependent approach to social justice initiatives and programs. 
Awareness 
We believe:

· that knowledge and understanding of justice is the first step towards acting for justice
· in education to understand the Gospel call to justice  
· in education to understand the principles of Catholic Social Teaching

· that prayer and reflection nurture and inform our striving for justice

Solidarity
We believe:

· in the dignity of every person and in the sacredness of all creation and that these constantly call us into right relationship 
· that we are called to an attitude which stands in solidarity with the poor and vulnerable (including our earth)

· that opportunities to identify with the poor and vulnerable through particular experiences move us towards justice actions.
Advocacy

We believe: 

· that the Gospel and Catholic Social Teaching call us to advocate for change, challenging self, others and community structures.

· that we are called to advance the cause of justice in every instance
· that in the spirit of the prophets we are called to a critique of the society in which we live, in order to overcome all unjust structures
Action

We believe:

· that the Gospel calls us to “action on behalf of justice and participation in the transformation of the world” (1971 Bishops Synod)

· in fostering co-operative partnerships for the work of justice
· that action for justice is defined by action to change the causes of poverty, oppression or injustice
We believe …
That opportunities to experience inequity and injustice lead to awareness which has the potential to transform and lead to justice action

That all programs and initiatives for justice include a thorough process of evaluation.

3.0 Procedural Overview
Membership of the SJRG will be inclusive of: 

· Primary Teachers

· Secondary Teachers 

· CEO RE Team 

· Diocesan Caritas/Justice Coordinator

· CEO Indigenous Education Officer
· 2 secondary students
It is desirable that membership represents a geographical cross section of the diocese.

Procedures

· Meetings once per semester (including access to video conferencing)
· Development of an annual Social Justice calendar for schools

· Support for Caritas Just Leadership days for Year 5 & Year 8 students

· Coordination of diocesan solidarity actions including: Sandhurst Switches Off (late March), Refugee Week activities (mid-June), Winter Sleepout (early August), Alternative Schoolies (early December)

Accountability

· SJRG will report to the Board of Catholic Education Sandhurst Ltd. 
· Information is disseminated throughout the diocese according to project needs

· Convenors are Education Officers: Religious Education
· Chair may be discerned by group
· Minute taking and prayer to be rotated

Planning

An Annual Plan will be drawn up each year for the following year
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