CEPD

Helpful strategies

· Staff discussion prior to the unit re the classroom climate and the teaching and learning strategies that best suit this subject area. Remember the delivery of the message can be as important as the message itself. 

· Give positive messages about growing, changing, sexuality, relationships etc
· Use appropriate terminology 

· Use humour discreetly with a healthy focus.

· Don’t trivialise sexuality, eg be respectful of body parts.

· Be inclusive of all students in the language we use re:
              family relationships,
cultural background,
gender / sexual orientation
· Don’t make assumptions about:

-prior knowledge, e.g. give a short explanation to the whole class explaining a question before seeking an answer

-sexual experience, e.g. there may be a huge continuum of experience from not interested, interested but choosing abstinence, to sexually active. Affirm those who are not choosing to be sexually active. Don’t be too judgmental of those who have made choices to be sexually active. Acknowledge that sometimes we make wrong decisions (eg under the influence of alcohol or drugs) but there is always a way forward. 

-heterosexuality There will be a percentage of students in all classes who are same sex attracted or questioning. It is important to acknowledge this and make those students (whomever they are) feel less isolated in their search for their sexual identity. Eg explain that at puberty it is common for hormone surges to result in attraction to the same sex for a period of time. A small percentage of people will remain attracted to the same sex and this is just one way of being.  
· Treat all questions seriously: even when asking in an embarrassed state, students usually ask questions because they want to know the answer.

· Lead students in developing their own views based on independent and informed consciences. Know your own biases and values and don’t let them dominate conversations. Where your personal views are contrary to Catholic beliefs, keep them out of the conversation. Remember your professional responsibility to promote Catholic/Christian values.

· Answer honestly (I really don’t know…)

· Direct to other sources (Where might we find the answer?...)

· Confer with a colleague (I’d like to check on that question and get back to you…).

· Answer factually (It has been stated that….Some would say…)

· Protective interrupting (Where a student discloses something or ask something that is inappropriate for class discussion…)
· Pass without further exchange 
· Refer back to the group agreement 
